THE   PENINSULA
not so tractable In observing the make-believe of Coi:
convention and etiquette as, for instance, Marmont ai
Junot, who gave their respective -wives (otherwise tJ
Duchess of Ragusa and Duchess of Abrantes) far le
trouble than was encountered by the socially circumspe
Duchess of Elchingen. There was an instance of this c
August 25th 1811, when the Empress Josephine he
a reception at Trianon.
The first problem to beset the women was how
travel the four and a half leagues from Paris in Cou
costume, which was overcome by the suggestion th
they should change in a friend's house at Versailles. B
this was not all so far as Madame Ney was concerne
for her husband had a marked objection to wearing
full-dress coat. And since she was equally set against h
appearing in the eternal uniform she arranged with h
maid for the bringing of a splendid garment, light-coloure
velvet and embroidered -with flowers, from Paris.
When it was almost time, wifely solicitude prompts
her to ask if his dress coat needed attention. "My dre
coat?' Ney repeated.
cYes. You know the Emperor desires that you shou
all appear in Court dress.'
Ney replied that it was nonsense, and 'masquerac
foolery'. CI will never put it on to get laughed at, ;
I laugh at others who wear it/
There was a further remonstrance on account of tl
Emperor's wishes, to which Ney replied that he wou.
go so far as to buy such an article, but as for wearir
it ...
At this point he was interrupted by the Duke <
Abrantes, who was looking so pink and splendid for tl
occasion that Ney felt he had lost an ally.
*How!' he exclaimed. cls it possible that you submit 1
wearing this harness? Oh, Junot!'
Madame Ney seized this as an opportunity for producir
the coat, but the sight of it only increased her husband
repugnance.    'Would you have me dress like a buffoon
s